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Narnia and the Seven Deadly Sins
Don King
S e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  w h i l e  t e a c h i n g  a f a n t a s y  
l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e ,  I d i s c o v e r e d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e v e n  d e a d l y  s i n s  and  C.S.  
Le wi s '  C h ro n i c l e s  o f  N a r n i a . As I w a s  g i v i n g  an  
o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  s e v e n  N a r n i an  t a l e s ,  i t  s t r u c k  me t h a t  
Lewi s ,  a  m e d i e v a l  s c h o l a r ,  h a d  an  i n t i m a t e  k n o w le d g e  
of  t h e  m e d i ev a l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a n d  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n  
o f  s e v e n  d e a d l y  s i ns .  I r e m e m b e r  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  
so m eo ne  o ug h t  t o  s t u d y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  
t a l e s  and  t h e  s i ns ,  i n t e n d i n g  o f  co u r s e  t h a t  one  o f  my 
s t u d e n t s  do  so.  I d id  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e n  t h a t  mos t  
w e r e  i l l - e q u i p p e d  t o  t a c k l e  su c h  a t a s k .  Thus ,  i t  h a s  
f a l l e n  t o  me in t h i s  p a p e r  t o  e x p lo r e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p .
L e t  me be g i n  by  b r i e f l y  su m m a r i z in g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  s e v e n  d e a d l y  s i n s  in t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e n  go on to  
i l l u s t r a t e  Le wi s '  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h em  by  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
s e v e r a l  n o n - N a r n i a n  works .  The  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a l i s t  
o f  s e v e n  e s p e c i a l l y  d am n in g  s i n s  is sh a d o w y .  E a r l y  
c h u r c h  f a t h e r s  ( H e r m a s ,  T e r t u l l i a n ,  A u g u s t i n e ) ,  wh i l e  
n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  l i s t i n g  s p e c i f i c  " d e a d l y "  s i n s ,  d i d  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  s o m e  s i n s  w e r e  w o r s e  t h a n  o t h e r s ,  
p e r h a p s ,  w i t h  I Joh n  5 :1 6 - 1 7  in mind.
I f  a n y o n e  s e e s  h i s  b r o t h e r  c o m m i t t i n g  a s in 
no t  l e a d i n g  t o  d e a t h ,  he  sha l l  a s k  a n d  God 
wil l  f o r  him g ive  l i f e  t o  t h o s e  who com mi t  
s i n  n o t  l e a d i n g  t o  d e a t h .  T h e r e  i s  a s i n  
l e ad in g  t o  d e a t h ;  I do  n o t  s a y  t h a t  h e  shou ld  
make  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h i s .  All u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s  
i s  s i n ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a s i n  n o t  l e a d i n g  t o  
d e a t h .
What  e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e r e  n u m er o u s  
l i s t s  o f  e s p e c i a l l y  h a r m f u l  s i ns .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  l i s t  
t h a t  c am e  t o  be mos t  i n f l u e n t i a l  in t h e  c h u r c h  wa s  t h e  
one d e v e l o p e d  by  G r e g o r y  t h e  G r e a t  ( 5 4 0 - 6 0 5 )  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by i t s  L a t i n  a c ro n y m ,  s a l i g i a : su p e r b i a
( p r i d e ) ,  a v a r i t i a  ( g r e e d ) ,  l u x u r i a  ( l u x u r y ,  l a t e r  
l u s t ) ,  i nv i d i a  ( e n v y ) ,  gu l a  ( g l u t t o n y ) ,  i ra  ( a n g e r ) ,  
and  a c e d i a  ( s l o t h ) . 1  As we l l  a s  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  in 
c h u r c h  w r i t i n g s ,  t h e  f r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  s i ns  
in s e c u l a r  l i t e r a t u r e  t e s t i f i e s  t o  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e .
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Wil l i am L a n g l a n d ' s  P i e r s  P lo wman,  
Dant e ' s  Divine Comedia, Chaucer ' s  The C a n t e r b u r y  T a l e s  
( " T h e  P a r s o n ' s  T a l e " )  and  S p e n s e r ' s  The  F a e r i e  Qu een  
al l  d e v o t e  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s i ns .  I t  is 
n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h e n ,  t h a t  L ew i s  kn ew  the m so we l l as 
i s  c l e a r  in h i s  Th e  A l l eg o r y  o f  L o v e . T h ro u g h o u t  
t h i s  s t u d y  o f  a l l e g o r y ,  L e w i s  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s e v e n  
d e a d l y  s i ns .  T h e r e ,  f o r  ex a m p l e ,  wh i l e  c o m m e n t i n g  on 
L a n g l a n d ,  L e w i s  s a y s  t h a t  L a n g l a n d ' s  " e x c e l l e n t  
s a t i r i c  c om ed y ,  a s  d i s p l a y e d  in t h e  b e h a v i o r  of  t he  
s e v e n  D ea d ly  S in s  b e l o n g s  t o  a t r a d i t i o n  a s  old  a s  t h e  
A n c r en  R i w l e . " 2  In a d d i t i o n ,  in o t h e r  work s  he  r e f e r s  
t o  s p e c i f i c  s i n s  on t h e  l i s t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  in Mere 
Ch r i s t i a n i t y  h e  s a v e s  an  e n t i r e  c h a p t e r  f o r  p r i d e  
( " t h e  g r e a t  s i n " ) ,  in S c r e w t a p e  L e t t e r s  he  d e v o t e s  
l e t t e r s  t o  l u s t  ( IX,  X V I I ) ,  g l u t t o n y  ( X V I I ) ,  and  p r i d e  
(X X I V ) ;  and  in The  G r e a t  D iv o rc e  he  p i c t u r e s  s i n n e r s  
u n a b l e  t o  c h o o s e  h e a v e n  b e c a u s e  o f  g r e e d ,  s l o th  and 
envy ;  a nd  f i n a l l y ,  in Poems  he  fo c u s e s  an  e n t i r e  poem,  
"Deadly S i n s , "  on each  one o f  t he  s even  d e a d ly  s i n s .
S inc e  L ew i s  so  r e a d i l y  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s e v e n  de a d ly  
s i n s  in many  o f  h i s  o t h e r  wo rks ,  i t  is my c o n t e n t i o n  
t h a t  h e  may e i t h e r  c o n s c i o u s ly  o r  su b c o n s c io u s l y  have  
e m p h a s i z e d  one  o f  t h e  s e v e n  d e a d l y  s i n s  in e a c h  one  of  
t h e  s e v e n  N a m i a n  books .  L e t  me add  h e r e  t h a t  i t  is 
c e r t a i n  L ew i s  d e a l t  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  s i n s  in Na rn i a ;  in 
f a c t ,  e a c h  boo k  r e f l e c t s  t h i s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  e a c h  book 
d o e s  s e em  to  p o r t r a y  one  p a r t i c u l a r  d e a d l y  s in above  
al l  o t h e r s .  What  f o l l ow s  is a c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  e a c h  
boo k  and  i t s  d e a d l y  s i n.
In The  L ion ,  t h e  Wi t ch ,  and  t h e  Wa r d r o b e , t he
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c h a r a c t e r ,  Ed mu nd  P e v e n s i e ,  p e r s o n i f i e s  g l u t t o n y ,  t h e  
s i n  o f  e x c e s s i v e l y  u s i n g  t h i n g s  i n  t h e m s e l v e s  
l e g i t i m a t e ,  n o r m a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a p p e t i t e ,  
an d ,  in  e f f e c t ,  ma k in g  o n e ' s  b e l l y  t h e  g o d  h e  s e r v e s  
( P h i l i p p i a n s  3 : 1 9 ) .  J a d i s ,  t h e  Whi t e  Wi t ch ,  e x p l o i t s  
Edmund' s weaknes s  when she  mee t s  him in a  snowy woods,  
o f f e r i n g  h im  a w a rm  d r i n k  a n d  T u r k i s h  D e l i g h t ,  h i s  
f a v o r i t e  c a n d y .  F rom  t h e  f i r s t  b i t e ,  h e  i s  h o o k e d ,  
f o r  e a c h  " p i e c e  w as  s w e e t  a n d  l i g h t  t o  t h e  v e r y  c e n t r e  
a n d  Ed mu n d  h a d  n e v e r  t a s t e d  an y th in g  more de l i c i ous . "3 
As sh e  p u m p s  h im  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  h i s  b r o t h e r  
a n d  s i s t e r s ,  h e  r e a d i l y  r e p l i e s ,  d r i v e n  b y  a n  
i n s a t i a b l e  h u n g e r  f o r  m o r e  a n d  m or e  T u r k i s h  D e l i g h t :
At f i r s t  Ed mu nd  t r i e d  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i t  is 
r u d e  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  o n e ' s  m o u t h  fu l l ,  b u t  soon  
h e  f o r g o t  a b o u t  t h i s  a n d  t h o u g h t  o n l y  o f  
t r y i n g  t o  s h o v e l  d o w n  a s  m u ch  T u r k i s h  D e l i g h t  
a s  h e  c o u l d ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  h e  a t e ,  t h e  m o r e  he  
w a n t e d  t o  e a t ,  a n d  h e  n e v e r  a s k e d  h i m s e l f  why  
t h e  Q u e e n  s h o u l d  be  so  i n q u i s i t i v e  (p .  32 ) .
T h i s  s c e n e  r e c a l l s  E v e ' s  g l u t t o n o u s  i n d u l g e n c e  in  
M i l t o n ' s  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  w h e r e  s h e  f i r s t  e a t s  t h e  a p p l e :
. . . f o r  Eve
I n t e n t  now w h o l l y  on h e r  t a s t e ,  n aug h t  e l s e  
R eg a rd ed ,  su ch  d e l i g h t  t i l l  t h e n ,  a s  s eem 'd  
In  f r u i t  she  n e v e r  t a s t e d ,  w h e t h e r  t r u e  
Or f a n c i e d  s o ,  t h r o u g h  e x p e c t a t i o n  h i g h  
Of knowledge ,  n o r  was God-head  f rom h e r  t h o u g h t .  
G r e e d i l y  she  i n g o r g ed  w i t h o u t  r e s t r a i n t ,
And knew n o t  e a t i n g  De a t h  ( IX,  7 8 5 -7 9 2 ) .
L ik e  E v e ' s ,  E d m u n d ' s  g l u t t o n o u s  d e s i r e  h a s  d e a d l y  
r a m i f i c a t i o n s ,  f o r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  t a l e ,  a f t e r  h e  h a s  
b e t r a y e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  a n d  s i s t e r s  in  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  
m or e  a n d  m o r e  T u r k i s h  D e l i g h t  ( w h i c h ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  he  
d o e s  n o t  r e c e i v e ) ,  J a d i s  d e m a n d s  h i s  l i f e  by  i n v o k i n g  
D e e p  Mag ic :  an  a n c i e n t  N a r n i a n  l a w  t h a t  e n t i t l e s  h e r
t o  t h e  b l o o d  o f  a n y  t r a i t o r .  And w h i l e  Ed mu n d  is 
s a v e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  As l an ,  
t h e  c o s t  i s  d e a d l y  t o  t h e  l a t t e r .  L e w i s '  p o i n t  in 
e m p h a s i z i n g  E d m u n d ' s  g l u t t o n y  i s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  v iv i d ly  
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s i n s  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  t h i s  s i n  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ;  o v e r  i n d u l g e n c e  b l i n d s  u s  t o  t h e  t r u t h ,  
t u r n i n g  u s  i n w a r d ,  m a k i n g  u s  s l a v e s  t o  o u r  o w n  
i n s a t i a b l e  d e s i r e s .
In  t h e  s e c o n d  N a r n i a n  t a l e ,  P r i n c e  C a s p i a n , L e w i s  
e m p h a s i z e s  l u x u r y .  Some  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  h e r e  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  l u x u r i a . Many  e a r l y  l i s t s  of  
t h e  s e v e n  d e a d l y  s i n s  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  l u x u r i a , 
f o r n i c a t i o , s o d o m i t a , o r  l i b i d o , a l l  s u g g e s t i n g  s e x u a l  
i m m o r a l i t y  o r  u n c h e c k e d  p h y s i c a l  p a s s i o n .  I b e l i e v e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  L e w i s  c h o s e  t o  u s e  l u x u r i a  in t h e  s e n s e  
o f  l u s t  f o r  t h i n g s  in g e n e r a l .  I b a s e  my r e a s o n i n g  on 
L e w i s '  a n a l y s i s  o f  a  m e d i e v a l  p o e m  b y  P r u d e n t i u s ,  
" P s y c h o m a c h i a , "  r e c o r d e d  in  T h e  A l l e g o r y  o f  L o v e . 
There ,  Lewi s comments :
I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  P r u d e n t i u s '  s e v e n  
c h a m p i o n s  do  n o t  e x a c t l y  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h e  
f a m i l i a r  l i s t  o f  t h e  s e v e n  d e a d l y  s i n s  in  
l a t e r  w r i t e r s .  L u x u r i a , . . .  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  
s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  l i ke  " l u x u r y "  i n  t h e  m o d e r n  
m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r d - - t h e  s i n  o f  t h e  
p r o f i t e e r . 4
T h a t  L e w i s  w ou ld  c h o o s e  t o  u s e  l u x u r i a  in  t h i s  s e n s e  
is  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e  b u l k  o f  h i s  
a u d i e n c e ,  yo u n g  c h i l d r e n ,  w o u ld  be  mor e  l i k e l y  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  i t  a s  opposed  t o  s e x u a l  i n m o r a l i t y . 5
In  t h i s  t a l e ,  P r i n c e  C a s p i a n ' s  u n c l e ,  K ing Mi raz ,  
i s  c l e a r l y  g u i l t y  o f  p r o f i t e e r i n g  i n  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  
g a i n  p o w e r ,  w e a l t h ,  a n d  p o s i t i o n .  A f t e r  C a s p i a n ' s  
f a t h e r  h a d  d i e d ,  M i r a z  i n i t i a l l y  r u l e d  a s  " L o r d  
P r o t e c t o r "  f o r  C a s p i a n .  H o w e v e r ,  a f t e r  C a s p i a n ' s  
m o t h e r  d i e d  an d  a f t e r  Mi r az  c a r e f u l l y  " w e e d e d "  o u t  a ny  
l o r d s  l o y a l  t o  C a s p i a n ' s  f a t h e r ,  h e  a l l o w e d  h i m s e l f  t o  
be  p r o c l a i m e d  K ing  by  p l a n t e d  f l a t t e r e r s  a m o ng  t h e  
p e o p l e .  Dr .  C o r n e l i u s ,  C a s p i a n ' s  d w a r f  t u t o r ,  n e a t l y  
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  M i r a z ' s  l u s t y  g r a b  f o r  p o w e r :
And t h e n ,  o n e  b y  o n e ,  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  l o r d s  who 
h a d  k n o w n  y o u r  f a t h e r ,  d i e d  o r  d i s a p p e a r e d .
N o t  b y  a c c i d e n t ,  e i t h e r .  Mi r az  w e e d e d  t he m 
o u t .  B e l i s a r  a n d  U v i l a s  w e r e  s h o t  w i t h  
a r r o w s  on  a h u n t i n g  p a r t y :  b y  c h a n c e ,  i t  wa s
p r e t e n d e d .  Al l  t h e  g r e a t  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  
P a s s a r i d s  h e  s e n t  t o  f i g h t  g i a n t s  o n  t h e  
N o r t h e r n  f r o n t i e r  t i l l  o n e  by  o n e  t h e y  f e l l .  
A r l i a n  a n d  E r i m a n  a n d  a d o z e n  m o r e  h e  
e x e c u t e d  f o r  t r e a s o n  on a f a l s e  c h a r g e .  The  
t w o  b r o t h e r s  o f  B e a v e r s d a m  h e  s h u t  u p  a s  
m ad m en .  And f i n a l l y  h e  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  s e v e n  
n o b l e  l o r d s ,  w h o  a l o n e  a m o n g  a l l  t h e  
T e l m a r i n e s  d id  n o t  f e a r  t h e  s e a ,  t o  s a i l  a w a y  
a n d  l oo k  f o r  n e w  l a n d s  b e y o n d  t h e  E a s t e r n  
O c e a n ,  a n d ,  a s  h e  i n t e n d e d ,  t h e y  n e v e r  c a m e  
b a c k . 6
L a t e r  t h e  t r u t h  o f  M i r a z '  l u s t  f o r  p o w e r  b e c o m e s  
c r y s t a l l i z e d  f o r  C a s p i a n  a s  h e  l e a r n s  t h a t  Mi r az  ha d  
i n  f a c t  m u r d e r e d  C a s p i a n ' s  f a t h e r ;  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  
C a s p i a n  l e a r n s  t h a t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  p e r m a n e n t l y  
a s  t h e  r i g h t f u l  r u l e r  a n d  g u a r a n t e e  h i s  l i n e ,  Mi r az  
p l a n s  t o  k i l l  h im  on  t h e  n i g h t  t h e  q u e e n  g i v e s  b i r t h  
t o  a son .
I t h i n k  L e w i s  i n t e n d s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h r o u g h  Mi raz  
t h e  e f f e c t  l u x u r i a , w h e n  e m b o d i e d  in  i t s  r u l e r s ,  c a n  
h a v e  o n  a s o c i e t y .  W h i l e  M i r a z  r u l e s ,  t r u t h  is  
s u p p r e s s e d ;  t a l k i n g  N a r n i a n  c r e a t u r e s  a r e  o u t l a w e d  as  
w e l l  a s  t a l e s  a b o u t  s u c h  c r e a t u r e s .  T h e r e  is l i t t l e  
t r u s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  s o c i e t y  a n d  e v e n  N a r n i a n  
c r e a t u r e s  a r e  a f f e c t e d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a t  on e  p o in t  a 
l e a d e r  o f  t h e  B l a c k  D w a r v e s  is  w i l l i ng  t o  c a l l  up  t h e  
s p i r i t  o f  J a d i s  t o  f i g h t  M i r a z :  " ' I ' l l  b e l i e v e  in
a n y o n e  o r  a n y t h i n g , '  s a i d  N i k a b r i k ,  ' t h a t ' l l  b a t t e r  
t h e s e  c u r s e d  T e l e m a r i n e  b a r b a r i a n s  t o  p i e c e s  o r  d r i v e  
t h e m  o u t  o f  N a r n i a .  An yone  o r  a n y t h i n g .  As lan  o r  t h e  
W h i t e  W i t c h ,  d o  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ? ' "  S u c h  a 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  i s  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  w h e n  
g o v e r n m e n t  b e c o m e s  f i r s t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  
i t s  own  p o w e r  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  a nd  on ly  l a t e r  w i t h  t h e  
w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  p e o p l e .
In  T h e  V o y a g e  o f  t he  Dawn Tread e r ,  Lewis empha ­
s i z e s  g r e e d ,  p i c t u r e d  in  t h e  t h o r o u g h l y  o b n o x i o u s  
E u s t a c e  C l a r e n c e  S c r u b b .  E u s t a c e ,  b e s i d e s  b e i n g  
e n t i r e l y  e g o c e n t r i c  an d  t h o r o u g h l y  s e l f i s h ,  is g r e e d y  
b e y o n d  b o u n d s .  His  g r e e d  a n d  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  p r o v i d e  
t h e  c e n t r a l  e p i s o d e  o f  t h e  t a l e .  A f t e r  an  e x h a u s t i n g  
s t o r m  d r i v e s  E u s t a c e  a n d  h i s  s h i p m a t e s  t o  an  i s l an d  
w h e r e  t h e y  i n t e n d  t o  r e - s t o c k  t h e i r  s u p p l i e s ,  E u s t a c e ,  
f e e l i n g  p i c k e d  on ,  s l i n k s  a w a y  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
i s l a n d  w h e r e ,  t o  h i s  s h o c k ,  h e  e n c o u n t e r s  a dy ing  
d r a g o n .  He w a t c h e s  t h e  d r a g o n  b r e a t h e  i t s  l a s t  ga sp  
a nd  b e g i n s  " t o  f e e l  a s  i f  h e  h a d  f o u g h t  a nd  k i l l e d  t h e  
d r a g o n  i n s t e a d  o f  m e r e l y  s e e i n g  i t  d i e . " 7 E u s t a c e  is 
t h e n  d r i v e n  b y  a r a i n s t o r m  i n t o  t h e  d r a g o n ' s  l a i r  
w h e r e  h e  d i s c o v e r s  t h e  d r a g o n ' s  r i c h  t r e a s u r e  h o a r d .  
D e l i g h t e d  b y  h i s  f i n d ,  h e  g r e e d i l y  s t u f f s  h i s  p o c k e t s  
w i t h  d i a m o n d s  a nd  s l i p s  a l a r g e  d i a m o n d  b r a c e l e t  ab o v e  
h i s  e l b o w .  O n c e  h e  r e a l i z e s  h e  Can c a r r y  no m or e ,  he
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f a l l s  a s l e e p  upo n  a  p i l e  o f  g o ld e n  c o in s .
When E u s t a c e  l a t e r  a w a k e n s  b e c a u s e  o f  a p a in  in 
h is  a rm ,  h e  s e e s  b e f o r e  him a d r a g o n ' s  c la w .  Much to  
h is  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  h e  n o t i c e s  t h a t  w h e n e v e r  h e  m oves ,  
t h e  c la w  m o v es .  At f i r s t  h e  t h in k s  t h e  d e a d  d r a g o n ' s  
m a t e  h a s  c o m e  t o  a v e n g e  i t s  d e a t h ,  b u t  s o o n  h e  
r e a l i z e s  t h e  t r u t h .  "H e  h a d  tu r n e d  in t o  a d r a g o n  
w h i le  h e  w as  a s l e e p .  S le e p in g  on a d r a g o n ' s  h o a r d  
w i th  g r e e d y  th o u g h t s  in h is  h e a r t ,  h e  h a d  b e c o m e  a 
d r a g o n  h i m s e l f  ( p .  7 5 ) . "  H is  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  e x p la i n s  t h e  p a in  in h is  a rm  ( " t h e  b r a c e l e t  
w h ich  f i t t e d  v e r y  n i c e l y  on th e  u p p e r  a rm  o f  a b oy  w as 
f a r  t o o  s m a l l  f o r  t h e  t h i c k ,  s t u m p y  f o r e l e g  o f  a 
d r a g o n " ) ,  a n d  b e c o m e s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e m i n d e r  to  
E u s t a c e  o f  h i s  g r e e d .
In  E u s t a c e ,  L e w i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  n e g a t i v e ,  
e g o c e n t r i c  e f f e c t  g r e e d  h a s  u p o n  an  in d iv id u a l .  S uch  
a p e r s o n  is  u s e l e s s  to  h im s e l f  a n d  to  s o c i e t y .  T he  
g r e e d y  p e r s o n  is  o n ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in e l e v a t i o n  o f  s e l f  
an d  is  m o re  th a n  w i l l in g  to  u se  o t h e r s  f o r  h i s  ow n 
a d v a n t a g e .  F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  E u s t a c e  h e  " s e e s "  th e  
l i g h t  a n d  is  r e - t r a n s f o r m e d ,  th o u g h  o n ly  th r o u g h  an  
e x t r e m e l y  p a in f u l  e x p e r i e n c e .  U n a b l e  t o  s h e d  h i s  
d r a g o n  sk in  h im s e l f ,  E u s t a c e  s u b m i t s  t o  t h e  f i e r c e  
c la w s  o f  A slan  a n d  is  r e b o r n  a s  a n e w ,  w h o le  p e r s o n .
T h e  S i l v e r  C h a i r  p o r t r a y s  t h e  d a n g e r o u s  e f f e c t s  o f  
s l o th ,  a d i s g u s t  w i th  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  e f f o r t  in v o lv e d .  J i l l  P o le  is  c o n f r o n t e d  by  
A slan  e a r l y  in  th e  t a l e  a n d  co m m a n d e d  t o  s e t  to  m em o ry  
f o u r  i m p o r t a n t  s ig n s  t h a t  w il l  a id  h e r  a n d  E u s t a c e  a s  
t h e y  q u e s t  f o r  a l o s t  p r i n c e  o f  N a r n i a .  T h e  
im p o r t a n c e  o f  r e m e m b e r in g  t h e  s ig n s  is  p a r a m o u n t  as  
A slan  i n d i c a t e s :
Remember, rem em ber, rem em ber th e  Signs. Say 
them to yourse lf  when you  wake in th e  morning 
and when you lie down a t  n igh t .  And w h a te v e r  
s t r a n g e  t h i n g s  m a y  h a p p e n  t o  y o u ,  l e t  
n o th in g  t u r n  y o u r  mind f rom  fo l lo w in g  th e  
S ig n s . . .  T a k e  g r e a t  c a r e  t h a t  [ t h e  N ar n ian  
a i r ]  d o e s  n o t  c o n f u s e  y o u r  mind. And t h e  
S ig n s  w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  l e a r n e d  h e r e  w ill  n o t  
lo o k  a t  a l l  a s  y o u  e x p e c t  th e m  to  lo o k ,  w h en  
y o u  m e e t  th e m  t h e r e .  T h is  is  w hy  i t  is  so  
im p o r t a n t  to  k n o w  th e m  b y  h e a r t  a n d  p a y  no 
a t t e n t io n  to  ap p ea ran ces .  Remem ber th e  Signs 
a n d  b e l i e v e  t h e  S i g n s .  N o t h i n g  e l s e  
m a t t e r s . 8
Here Lewis i s  o b v io u s ly  e c h o in g  Deuteronomy 6 :6 - 9 :
And t h e s e  w o rd s ,  w h ic h  I am c o m m a n d in g  y o u  
to d a y ,  s h a l l  b e  on y o u r  h e a r t ;  a n d  y o u  sh a l l  
t e a c h  th e m  d i l i g e n t l y  to  y o u r  so n s  a n d  sh a l l  
t a l k  o f  th e m  w h en  y o u  s i t  in y o u r  h o u s e  an d  
w h en  y o u  w a lk  b y  t h e  w a y  a n d  w h en  y o u  l ie  
d o w n  a n d  w h en  y o u  r i s e  u p .  And y o u  s h a l l  
b in d  th e m  a s  a s ig n  on y o u r  h a n d  a n d  th e y  
sh a l l  b e  a s  f r o n t a l s  on y o u r  f o r e h e a d .  And 
y o u  sh a l l  w r i t e  th e m  on th e  d o o r  p o s t s  o f  
y o u r  h o u s e  a n d  g a t e s .
T h e  t h r u s t  o f  t h i s  p a r a l l e l  i s  c l e a r :  j u s t  a s  G o d
g iv e s  m an  c e r t a i n  r u l e s ,  co m m a n d s ,  a n d  s ig n s  to  l iv e  
b y ,  s.o A slan  g iv e s  h i s  f o l lo w e r s  s i m i l a r  r u l e s .  T he  
s t r e s s  in  e a c h  c a s e  is  on b in d in g  o r  r e m e m b e r in g  th e  
s i g n s  in  o r d e r  t h a t  l i f e  b e  l i v e d  in  d i r e c t  a c c o r d  
w i t h  th e  c o n t r o l l e r .
J i l l  f a i l s ,  a s  do  m any  o f  u s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  s l o th .  
T h a t  is ,  h e r  s l o t h  is  n o t  so  m uch  o v e r t  l a z i n e s s  o r
r e c k l e s s  d i s r e g a r d  a s  i t  is  g r a d u a l  w e a r in g  a w a y  o f  
d e v o t i o n ,  e v e r  c r e e p i n g  n u m b n e s s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  t a s k s  s e t  b e f o r e  h e r .  I n d e e d ,  a t  f i r s t  sh e  
is  k e e n ly  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s ig n s  an d  t e l l s  E u s t a c e  a b o u t  
th e m ;  h o w e v e r ,  w i th in  a  m a t t e r  o f  h o u r s  a f t e r  h e r  
a r r i v a l  in N a rn ia  " sh e  h a d  f o r g o t t e n  a ll  a b o u t  th e  
S ig n s  a n d  t h e  lo s t  p r i n c e  f o r  t h e  m o m e n t"  (p .  37) 
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  s t u m b l e  a lo n g  on t h e i r  q u e s t  and  as  
t h e  g o in g  g e t s  r o u g h e r ,  h e r  d i l i g e n c e  to  r e m e m b e r in g  
th e  s ig n s  f a d e s :  " T h e y  n e v e r  t a l k e d  a b o u t  A s lan ,  o r
e v e n  a b o u t  th e  lo s t  p r i n c e  n o w . And J i l l  g a v e  u p  h e r  
h a b i t  o f  r e p e a t i n g  th e  S ig n s  o v e r  to  h e r s e l f  e v e ry  
n i g h t  a n d  m o r n i n g .  S h e  s a i d  t o  h e r s e l f ,  a t  f i r s t ,  
t h a t  sh e  w a s  t o o  t i r e d ,  b u t  s h e  so o n  f o r g o t  a l l  a b o u t  
i t "  (p p .  7 9 - 8 0 ) .
J i l l ' s  l a c k  o f  d i l i g e n c e  e v e n t u a l l y  t u r n s  t o  
i r r i t a b i l i t y  w h e n e v e r  s h e  is  c a l l e d  upo n  to  r e m e m b e r  
t h e  s ig n s ;  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d u r i n g  a sn o w  s to r m  ( t h a t  
b l i n d s  t h e m  a l l  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  s i g n s )  J i l l  i s  a s k e d  
w h ic h  s ig n  t h e y  sh o u ld  be  lo o k in g  f o r :  "O h  co m e  on!
B o t h e r  t h e  s ig n s . . .S o m e t h in g  a b o u t  so m e o n e  m en t io n in g  
A s la n 's  n a m e  I th i n k  b u t  I 'm  jo l ly  w ell  n o t  g o in g  to  
g iv e  a r e c i t a t i o n  h e r e "  (p .  8 7 ) .  L e w is  p o in t s  o u t
t h a t :
S h e  h a d  g o t  t h e  o r d e r  w r o n g .  T h a t  w a s  
b e c a u s e  sh e  h a d  g iv e n  u p  s a y in g  th e  s ig n s  
o v e r  e v e r y  n i g h t .  S h e  s t i l l  r e a l l y  k n e w  
th e m ,  i f  sh e  t r o u b l e d  t o  t h i n k :  b u t  s h e  w as
no  l o n g e r  so  " p a t "  in  h e r  le s s o n  a s  to  be  
s u r e  o f  r e e l i n g  th e m  o f f  in  t h e  r i g h t  o r d e r  
a t  a m o m e n t ' s  n o t i c e  a n d  w i th o u t  th in k in g .
[The] quest ion  annoyed  h e r  b ecause  d e e p  down 
i n s i d e  h e r ,  s h e  w a s  a l r e a d y  a n n o y e d  w i t h  
h e r s e l f  f o r  n o t  k n o w i n g  t h e  L i o n ' s  l e s s o n  
q u i t e  so w e l l  a s  s h e  f e l t  s h e  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  
k n o w n  i t .  (pp .  8 7 - 8 8 )
F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  J i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  A slan  i n t e r v e n e s  by 
m e a n s  o f  a d r e a m  a n d  r e - a w a k e n s  h e r  f a i t h f u l n e s s .  As 
a r e s u l t ,  l a t e r  on  a f t e r  h a v in g  f a i l e d  to  r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  s i g n s  b e c a u s e  o f  s l o t h ,  s h e  d o e s  
r e c o g n i z e  t h e  f o u r t h ,  a n d  s h e  a c t s  t o  fo l lo w  i t ,  e v e n  
th o u g h  th e  r i s k  i s  e n o rm o u s .  In  J i l l ,  L e w is  p o r t r a y s  
a l l  w h o  f a i l  t o  p e r s e v e r e ,  w h o  f a i l  t o  k e e p  t h e  
v i s io n .  L ik e  J i l l ,  m an y  a r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  to  t h e  w e a ry  
g r in d ,  t h e  d u l l  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  r o u t i n e ,  t h e  e a s y  s l id e  
i n t o  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y .  
Y e t  l ik e  J i l l  t o o ,  L e w is  s u g g e s t s  we c a n  b r e a k  th e  
c h a in s  o f  s l o t h ;  we t o o  c a n  r e g a i n  a s p i r i t u a l  v is io n .
P r id e  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h r e e  k e y  c h a r a c t e r s  in  T he  
Horse and  His Boy. B re e ,  a  t a l k i n g  N a m i a n  w a r  h o r s e  
is  a c u t e l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  h o w  h e  lo o k s ;  a s  h e  t r a v e l s  
t o w a r d s  N a r n ia ,  h e  d o e s  a l l  h e  c a n  to  m ak e  s u r e  h e  
a c t s  a n d  lo o k s  t h e  p a r t .  A ra v is ,  a n  e s c a p e d  p r i n c e s s  
o f  C a l o r m e n e ,  h o l d s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  o p i n i o n  o f  
h e r s e l f  a n d  h e r  p o s i t i o n ;  sh e  is  r o y a l t y  an d  d e m a n d s  
r e s p e c t ,  in  s p i t e  o f  h e r  r u n a w a y  s t a t u s .  M ost 
i n d i c a t i v e  o f  h e r  p r i d e  i s  h e r  t e n d e n c y  t o  u s e  o t h e r s ,  
reg a rd less  the  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  th e m .  H o w e v e r ,  P r in c e  
R a b a d a s h ,  t h e  e v i l  h e i r  o f  C a l o r m e n e  i s  L e w i s '  
p e n u l t i m a t e  e x a m p l e  o f  p r i d e .  A nd in  h im  L e w i s  
c r e a t e s  a  co m ic  e p i s o d e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t h e  s in  o f  
p r i d e .
R a b a d a s h ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  l e t  a N a m i a n  p r i n c e s s  he  
w a n t s  to  m a r r y  s l ip  t h r o u g h  h i s  f i n g e r s  a t  s e a ,  r u s h e d  
an  a r m e d  s o r t i e  to  a t t a c k  N a rn ia  o v e r l a n d .  D uring  th e  
e n s u i n g  b a t t l e ,  R a b a d a s h  i s  c a p t u r e d  in  a m o s t  
e m b a r r a s s in g  w ay .  As h e  is  h e m m e d  in a t  t h e  t o p  o f  a 
w a l l ,  h e  d e c i d e s  t o  ju m p  d o w n  in t o  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  
b a t t l e  r a g i n g  b e lo w :
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And h e  m e a n t  to  lo o k  a n d  s o u n d — n o  d o u b t  f o r  
a m o m en t h e  d id  lo o k  an d  s o u n d - - v e r y  g r a n d  
an d  v e r y  d r e a d f u l  a s  h e  ju m p e d ,  c ry in g  "T he  
b o l t  o f  T a sh  f a l l s  f ro m  a b o v e . "  B u t  h e  h a d  
to  ju m p  s id e w a y s  b e c a u s e  t h e  c r o w d  in  f r o n t  
o f  h im  l e f t  h im  n o  l a n d i n g  p l a c e  in  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n .  And th e n ,  in  t h e  n e a t e s t  w a y  y o u  
c o u l d  w i s h ,  t h e  t e a r  in  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  
h a u b e r k  c a u g h t  on a h o o k  in  t h e  w a l l . . .  And 
t h e r e  h e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f ,  l i k e  a p i e c e  o f  
w a s h i n g  h u n g  u p  t o  d r y ,  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  
l a u g h in g  a t  h im .
L e w is '  u s e  o f  h u m o r  to  a t t a c k  p r i d e  is ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
t r a d i t i o n a l .  He h im s e l f  e l s e w h e r e  q u o t e s  b o t h  T h o m as  
M o r e 's  "T h e  d e v i l . . . t h e  p ro w d e  s p i r i t . . . c a n n o t  e n d u r e  
to  b e  m o ck ed "  a n d  M a r t in  L u t h e r ' s ,  "T h e  b e s t  w a y  to  
d r i v e  o u t  t h e  d e v i l ,  i f  h e  w ill  n o t  y i e l d  to  t e x t s  o f  
S c r i p t u r e ,  is  t o  j e e r  a n d  f l o u n t  h im , f o r  h e  c a n n o t  
b e a r  s c o r n . "10
L e w i s  c o n t i n u e s  t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  R a b a d a s h ' s  
p r i d e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w i t h  c o m e d y .  W h en  h e  l a t e r  
a r r o g a n t l y  r e f u s e d  s u r r e n d e r  t e r m s ,  A slan  a p p e a r s  an d  
s a y s  to  h im :  " F o r g e t  y o u r  p r i d e  ( w h a t  h a v e  y o u  to  be
p r o u d  o f ? )  a n d  y o u r  a n g e r  (w ho h a s  d o n e  y o u  w ro n g ? )  
a n d  a c c e p t  t h e  m e r c y  o f  t h e s e  goo d  K in g s"  (p . 2 0 8 ) .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  R a b a d a s h  l a s h e s  o u t  a t  A s lan ,  c a l l in g  
him a d em o n ,  a fo u l  f i e n d ,  an  e n e m y  o f  h i s  o w n  g o d s .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  h e  in v o k e s  t h e  a id  o f  h is  ow n  g o d ,  T ash .  
A slan  w a rn s  h im  c a lm ly  to  " h a v e  a c a r e . . .  T h e  doom  is 
n e a r e r  n o w :  i t  is  a t  t h e  d o o r :  i t  h a s  l i f t e d  th e
l a t c h "  (p . 2 0 9 ) .  S t i l l  R a b a d a s h  a b u s e s  A slan  u n t i l  h e  
t u r n s  R a b a d a s h  in t o  an  a s s :
"O h , n o t  a  D o nkey!  M e rc y !  I f  i t  w e r e  e v e n  a 
h o r s e - - e v e n  a  h o r s e — e ' e n — a - - h o r - - e e h - - a u h ,  
e e h - a u h . "  And so t h e  w o rd s  d i e d  a w a y  in t o  a 
d o n k e y 's  b r a y . . . O f  c o u r s e  th e  D o n k ey  t w i t c h e d  
i t s  e a r s  f o r w a r d - - a n d  t h a t  a l s o  w a s  so fu n n y  
t h a t  e v e ry b o d y  la u g h e d  a l l  th e  m o re .  T h ey  
t r i e d  n o t  t o ,  b u t  t h e y  t r i e d  in  v a in  (210  —
1 1 ) .
So, j u s t  a s  E u s t a c e ' s  g r e e d  t u r n e d  him in t o  a d r a g o n ,  
R a b a d a s h ,  w h o se  p r i d e  m a k e s  h im  a c t  l ik e  an  a s s ,  g e t s  
t u r n e d  in to  o n e .  In  R a b a d a s h ,  L e w is  r e m in d s  u s  t h a t  
" p r id e  g o e s  b e f o r e  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  a h a u g h ty  s p i r i t  
b e f o r e  s tu m b l in g "  (P r o v e r b s  1 6 :1 8 ) .
T he  s i x t h  N a m i a n  t a l e ,  T he  Ma g i c i a n ' s  Ne p h e w, 
p o r t r a y s  t h e  d e a d l y  n a t u r e  o f  a n g e r .  T he  t a l e ,  w h ich  
r e v e a l s  b o th  how  N a rn ia  w as  c r e a t e d  a n d  how  e v i l  f i r s t  
e n t e r e d  i t ,  r e v o l v e s  a ro u n d  t h e  a d v e n t u r e s  o f  P o lly  
P lu m m er ,  D ig o ry  K e t t e r l e y ,  an d  D ig o r y ' s  U n c le  A n d rew , 
a s o m e w h a t  l u d i c r o u s  b l a c k  m a g ic ia n  who D ig o ry  th in k s  
" m a d " ,  an  o b v io u s  p u n  u s e d  f o r  e f f e c t  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
s t o r y .  U n c l e  A n d r e w ' s  m a d n e s s  is  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  
d i a b o l i c a l  e x p e r i m e n t s  (h e  d e v e lo p s  r i n g s  t h a t  w h isk  
p e o p le  o u t  o f  t h i s  w o r ld  a n d  in t o  o t h e r s ) ;  h o w e v e r ,  
h i s  m a d n e s s  is  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  a n g e r .  D ig o ry ,  
to o ,  e v id e n c e s  a q u ic k  t e m p e r .  An e p i s o d e  e a r l y  on 
p r o v i d e s  a t y p i c a l  e x a m p le  o f  h o w  a n g e r  w o rk s  in th i s  
t a l e .
A f t e r  U n c le  A ndrew  h a s  t r i c k e d  P o lly  in to  t r y in g  
on o n e  o f  th e  r i n g s  an d  sh e  h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  D igo ry  
c o n f r o n t s  him  w i th  c h e e k s  t h a t  " w e re  f la m in g  w i th  
a n g e r . "11 N ot to  be  f r i g h t e n e d ,  h i s  u n c le ,  "b r in g in g  
h i s  h a n d  d o w n  on th e  t a b l e "  s a i d :  " I  will  n o t  be
t a l k e d  to  l ik e  t h a t  b y  a l i t t l e  d i r t y  s c h o o lb o y .  You 
d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d .  I am  t h e  g r e a t  s c h o l a r ,  t h e  
m a g ic ia n ,  th e  a d e p t ,  who is  d o in g  th e  e x p e r i m e n t "  (pp . 
2 2 - 2 3 ) .  D ig o ry  r e p l i e s  by  s h o u t in g  a t  h im , te l l i n g
h im  t o  " s h u t  u p , "  s p e a k i n g  f i e r c e l y  a t  h i m ,  a n d  
w ish in g  h e  w as  "b ig  en o u g h  to  p u n c h  [h is  u n c l e ' s ]  
h e a d ! "  L a t e r  w hen  D ig o ry  a n d  P o lly  a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  to  
e n t e r  a n o t h e r  w o r ld ,  t h e y  a r g u e :  "And P o lly  g a v e  him
a p r e t t y  s h a r p  a n s w e r  an d  h e  s a i d  s o m e th in g  e v e n  
n a s t i e r  in  r e p l y .  T h e  q u a r r e l  l a s t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  
m i n u te s . . . "  (p .  38)
L a t e r  t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  a w o r ld  i n h a b i t e d  b y  p e o p le  
who a r e  s t a n d i n g  p e r f e c t l y  s t i l l ,  a p p a r e n t l y  in  som e 
k in d  o f  s u s p e n d e d  a n im a t i o n .  T h e y  f in d  an  i n s c r ip t i o n  
d i r e c t i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  to  " s t r i k e  a b e l l  a n d  b id e  th e  
d a n g e r "  o r  w o n d e r  " t i l l  i t  d r i v e s  y o u  m ad ."  D ig o ry ,  
im p u ls iv e  a n d  b r a s h ,  w a n t s  to  s t r i k e  th e  b e l l  w h ile  
P o l l y  d o e s  n o t .  O n c e  a g a i n  t h e i r  a n g e r  s u r f a c e s .  
A f t e r  h e  i n s u l t s  h e r  t i m i d i t y  a s  c h i ld i s h ,  sh e  "who 
w a s  n o w  in  a r e a l  r a g e , "  t h r e a t e n s  t o  l e a v e  h im ,  
c a l l i n g  h im  a " b e a s t l y ,  s t u c k - u p ,  o b s t i n a t e  p i g ! "  
(p .  5 1 ) .  D ig o ry ,  r e s p o n d in g  " in  a v o ic e  e v e n  n a s t i e r  
t h a n  h e  m e a n t  i t  to  b e , "  s t r u c k  th e  b e l l  b e f o r e  she  
c o u ld  d i s a p p e a r ;  h i s  a c t ,  m o t i v a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  a n g e r  
a t  P o l ly ,  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  s e t  in to  m o t io n  th e  p r o c e s s  
w h e r e b y  e v i l ,  in  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  J a d i s ,  e v e n t u a l l y  
e n t e r e d  N a rn ia .
O n c e  J a d i s  e n t e r s  t h e  s t o r y ,  t h e  fo c u s  o f  a n g e r  
s h i f t s  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  h e r .  F o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  w h i le  s h e  is in L o n d o n  f o r  a s h o r t  t im e ,  she  
is  so a n g e r e d  b y  D ig o ry 's  A unt L e t t y ' s  l a c k  o f  r e s p e c t  
t h a t  sh e  " c a u g h t  Aunt L e t t y  r o u n d  t h e  n e c k  a n d  th e  
k n e e s ,  r a i s e d  h e r  h ig h  a b o v e  h e r  h e a d  a s  i f  sh e  h a d  
b e e n  no h e a v i e r  t h a n  a d o l l ,  an d  t h r e w  h e r  a c r o s s  th e  
ro o m " (p . 8 0 ) .  L a t e r ,  sh e  c o m e s  r i d in g  d o w n  th e
s t r e e t  on t h e  t o p  o f  a h a n so m ; " h e r  t e e t h  w e re  b a r e d ,  
h e r  e y e s  s h o n e  l ik e  f i r e ,  a n d  h e r  lo n g  h a i r  s t r e a m e d  
o u t  b e h in d  h e r  l ik e  a c o m e t ' s  t a i l .  She  w as  f lo g g in g  
th e  h o r s e  w i th o u t  m e r c y "  (p p .  8 6 - 8 7 ) .  B e fo re  sh e  can  
do  m o re  d a m a g e ,  D ig o ry  m a n a g e s  to  g r a b  h e r  (an d  in ­
a d v e r t e n t l y  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s )  a n d  w h i s k s  h e r  i n t o  a 
b r a n d  new  w o r ld ,  o n e  j u s t  c r e a t e d ,  N a rn ia .
T h e y  a l l  h e a r  t h e  so n g  o f  c r e a t i o n  an d  w i tn e s s  th e  
m ak in g  o f  t h a t  w o r ld .  B u t  f o r  J a d i s  i t  is  a h a t e f u l  
e x p e r i e n c e :  "She h a t e d  i t .  She  w ould  h a v e  s m a sh e d
t h a t  w h o l e  w o r l d ,  o r  a l l  w o r l d s ,  to  p i e c e s ,  i f  i t  
w ou ld  o n ly  s t o p  s in g in g "  (p. 1 01) .  When sh e  co m es
f a c e  to  f a c e  w i th  t h e  s i n g e r ,  A slan ,  th e  h ig h e s t  i rony  
o f  th e  t a l e  o c c u r s .  In  h e r  a n g e r  an d  r a g e ,  sh e  t a k e s  
an  i r o n  b a r  an d  th r o w s  i t  a t  A s lan ,  s t r i k i n g  him " f a i r  
b e t w e e n  th e  e y e s . "  I n s t e a d  o f  h u r t i n g  him i t  g l a n c e s  
o f f  a n d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d ' s  c r e a t i v e  f e c u n d i t y ,  it 
b e g in s  to  g ro w  in to  "a  p e r f e c t  l i t t l e  m odel o f  a la m p -  
p o s t . "  F rom  h e r e  J a d i s  g o e s  s k u lk in g  o f f  d e t e r m i n e d  
to  t h w a r t  A slan ,  to  g e t  h e r  ow n w ay. And f o r  a w hile  
sh e  d o e s  g e t  h e r  w ay ,  a w ay  t h a t  c a u s e s  N a rn ia  to  be 
w i n t e r  a lw a y s ,  b u t  " n e v e r  C h r i s tm a s . "  The f r o z e n  
l a n d s c a p e s  an d  h u s h e d  s t r e a m s  h e r  w ay  b r in g s  a r e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  e m b lem s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  w r a th  c a n  h a v e ;  i t  
b r in g s  a b o u t  a c o ld n e s s  in r e l a t i o n s h i p s  an d  l i f e  t h a t  
p e n e t r a t e s  d e e p ly ,  f r e e z i n g  to  th e  r o o t s  th e  n e c e s s a r y  
i n t e r p l a y  o f  h u m a n  w il ls .
T he  p e t t i n e s s  o f  w r a t h ,  t h e  d e m a n d  t h a t  a ll  o th e r s  
m us t a g r e e  a n d  c o n s e n t  to  "my w ay ,"  is a t  t h e  sam e 
t im e  b o th  co m ic  an d  t r a g i c ;  co m ic  in t h a t  th o s e  on th e  
o u t s id e  c a n  so e a s i l y  s e e  th e  lu d i c ro u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  
th e  a n g r y  p e r s o n ;  t r a g i c  in t h a t  th o s e  sam e  p e o p le  can  
do  v e r y  l i t t l e  to  a s s u a g e  t h e  v io l e n t  p a s s io n  t h a t  
t h i s  s i n  e v o k e s .  T h a t  t h e  f o c u s i n g  s in  in T h e  
Ma g i c i a n ' s  Ne p h e w is w r a th  is f i n a l l y  u n d e r s c o r e d  in 
t h e  l a s t  l i n e s  o f  t h e  t a l e  w h e r e  w e r e a d  U n c le  
A n d re w 's  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  J a d i s :  "''A d e v i l i s h  t e m p e r  she
h a d , '  h e  w ou ld  sa y .  'B u t  sh e  w as  a dem  f in e  w oman, 
s i r ,  a dem  f in e  w o m a n '"  (p . 1 86) .  In  t h e s e  w ords
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L e w is  h i n t s  a t  t h e  k e y  p ro b le m  o f  w r a t h :  i t  is  o f  th e  
d e v i l .  J a d i s '  " d e v i l i s h  t e m p e r "  is  e m p h a s iz e d  t im e  
a n d  t im e  a g a in  in t h e  s t o r y ,  a s  sh e  a t  o n e  p o in t  e v e n  
m i m i c s  M i l t o n ' s  S a t a n  in  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  s c e n e  o f  
P a r a d i s e  L o s t . L e w is  w ou ld  h a v e  us  s e e  t h a t  a n g e r ,  
u n c o n t r o l l e d  r a g e ,  is  a n o t h e r  fo rm  o f  b l in d n e s s .  I t  
t u r n s  u s  a w a y  f rom  a r i g h t  a n d  w h o le  v is io n  o f  th e  
t r u t h ,  a n d  i n s t e a d  l e a d s  u s  t o w a r d s  e g o t i s m ,  e x p r e s s e d  
by c h o l e r  and re v e n g e .
In T he  L a s t  B a t t l e  L e w is  d i s p l a y s  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  
p o w e r  o f  e n v y .  E n v y ,  t h e  i n o r d i n a t e  d e s i r e  f o r  
so m e o n e  e l s e ' s  p o s s e s s io n  o r  p o s i t i o n ,  is  u n iq u e  in 
t h e  l i s t  o f  s e v e n  d e a d l y  s in s  s i n c e  i t  is  t h e  o n ly  one  
a l s o  m e n t io n e d  in t h e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n ts :  "Y o u  sh a l l
n o t  c o v e t  y o u r  n e i g h b o r ' s  w i f e  o r  h i s  m a le  s e r v a n t  o r  
h is  f e m a le  s e r v a n t  o r  h i s  o x  o r  h i s  d o n k e y  o r  a n y th i n g  
t h a t  b e lo n g s  to  y o u r  n e ig h b o r "  (E x o d u s  2 0 :1 7 ) .  The 
fo c u s  o f  e n v y  in  t h i s  t a l e  c e n t e r s  u p o n  th e  a t t e m p t  o f  
an  a p e ,  S h i f t ,  to  u s u r p  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
A s lan  b y  h a v in g  h is  d i m - w i t t e d  d o n k e y  f r i e n d ,  P u z z le ,  
i m p e r s o n a t e  A slan  w h i le  b e in g  m a n i p u la t e d  a b o u t  by 
S h i f t .
F a sh io n in g  a m a k e - s h i f t  l i o n ' s  sk in  f o r  P u z z le  to  
w e a r ,  S h i f t  h o p es  to  p a s s  th e  a s s  o f f  a s  A s la n :
No o n e  who h a d  e v e r  s e e n  a r e a l  l io n  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  in f o r  a m o m e n t .  B u t  if  
so m e o n e  who h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  a l io n  lo o k e d  a t  
P u z z le  in h i s  l i o n s k in ,  h e  j u s t  m ig h t  m i s t a k e  
him f o r  a l io n ,  i f  h e  d i d n ' t  co m e  to o  c lo s e ,  
a n d  i f  t h e  l i g h t  w a s  n o t  to o  g o o d ,  a n d  if 
P u z z le  d i d n ' t  l e t  o u t  a b r a y  a n d  d i d n ' t  m ak e  
a n y  n o is e  w i th  h i s  h o o f s .
W h en  P u z z l e  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  o f  
p r e t e n d i n g  to  b e  A s lan ,  S h i f t  c o u n t e r s  w i th  c l e v e r  
w o rd s  a rg u in g  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  t h e y  c o u ld  do  m u ch  g o o d ,  
p ro m is in g  " t o  a d v i s e  y o u ,  y o u  k n o w .  I ' d  t h i n k  o f  
s e n s ib l e  o r d e r s  f o r  y o u  to  g iv e .  And e v e r y o n e  w o u ld  
h a v e  to  o b e y  u s ,  e v e n  th e  K ing  h im s e l f .  We w o u ld  s e t  
e v e r y t h in g  r i g h t  in  N a rn ia "  (p .  1 0 ) .
S h i f t ' s  d e s i r e  to  t a k e  A s la n ' s  p l a c e  is  u r g e d  on 
b e c a u s e  o f  A s la n 's  i n f r e q u e n t  a p p e a r a n c e  in  r e c e n t  
N a r n i a n  h i s t o r y .  I n d e e d ,  S h i f t  d o e s  n o t  r e a l l y  
b e l i e v e  in A s lan ,  f o r  w h e n  P u z z le  w o n d e r s  w h a t  w ill  
h a p p e n  i f  t h e  r e a l  A s l a n  s h o w s  u p  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  
i m p e r s o n a t in g  h im ,  S h i f t  r e p l i e s :  " I  e x p e c t  h e ' d  be
v e r y  p l e a s e d . . .  P r o b a b ly  h e  s e n t  u s  t h e  l io n  sk in  on 
p u r p o s e ,  so  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  s e t  t h i n g s  t o  r i g h t .  
A n y w ay ,  h e  n e v e r  d o e s  t u r n  u p ,  y o u  k n o w .  N o t  n o w a ­
d a y s "  (p .  1 0 ) .  I n  e f f e c t ,  t h e n ,  S h i f t ' s  d e s i r e  t o  
b e c o m e  A slan  is  a  k in d  o f  c y n i c a l  e n v y ;  t h a t  is ,  w h i le  
d e n y in g  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  an  A s lan ,  h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s e t s  
a b o u t  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e  h o n o r  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  A s la n ' s  n a m e .
T h e  i m p a c t  o f  S h i f t ' s  e n v y  a n d  d e c e p t i o n  i s  
c a t a s t r o p h i c  to  N a rn ia  in  tw o  d i s t i n c t  w a y s :  s o c i a l l y
a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y .  F i r s t ,  S h i f t ' s  e n v y  o f  A s la n ' s  p o w e r  
l e a d s  to  b r e a k d o w n s  in  t h e  s o c i a l  f a b r i c  o f  N a r n ia n  
s o c i e t y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  a d o p t s  a p o l i c y  o f  s e l l i n g  
N a rn ia n  t i m b e r  t o  C a lo rm e n e  s p e c u l a t o r s ;  t h i s  w o u ld  b e  
in n o c u o u s  e x c e p t  t h e  t i m b e r  is  c o m p o s e d  o f  t a l k i n g  
N a rn ia n  t r e e s .  T h is  p o l i c y  is ,  in  e f f e c t ,  m u r d e r  a s  
K ing  T i r i a n  e x c la im s :  " W h a t ? . . .  M u rd e r in g  t h e  t a l k i n g  
t r e e s ? "  ( p .  1 7 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l a n d  a n d
env iro n m en t  i s  r a v a g e d  and  s t r i p p e d :
R i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h a t  a n c i e n t  
f o r e s t - - t h a t  f o r e s t  w h e r e  t h e  t r e e s  o f  g o ld  
a n d  o f  s i l v e r  h a d  o n c e  g r o w n . . . - - a  b r o a d  la n d  
h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  o p e n e d .  I t  w a s  a h id e o u s
l a n d  l i k e  a r a w - g a s h  in  t h e  l a n d ,  f u l l  o f  
m u d d y  r u t s  w h e r e  f e l l e d  t r e e s  h a d  b e e n  
d r a g g e d  d o w n  to  t h e  r i v e r  (p .  2 1 ) .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  r i g h t f u l  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  N a rn ia  
a r e  c o n f u s e d  by  th e  o ld  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  A s la n 's  g o o d n e s s  
and  th e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c o m m a n d s  a n d  d e m a n d s  m ad e  by 
S h i f t ,  " m o u th p i e c e  o f  A s lan ."  F o r  e x a m p le ,  a mouse 
e x p l a i n s :
I t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e t t e r  i f  w e 'd  d ie d  b e f o r e  
a l l  t h i s  b e g a n .  B u t  t h e r e ' s  n o  d o u b t  a b o u t  
i t .  E v e r y o n e  s a y s  i t  is A s la n 's  o r d e r s ,  an d  
w e 'v e  s e e n  h im . We d i d n ' t  t h i n k  A slan  w ould  
be l i k e  t h a t  (p .  3 7 ) .
I t  is g e r m a n e  h e r e ,  to  m e n t io n  a s  w e ll  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
d e s t r u c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  S h i f t ' s  
a c t i o n s , s i n c e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  T i r i a n  is  w r e s t e d  aw a y  
b y  S h i f t .  At o n e  p o i n t ,  T i r i a n  i s  d r a g g e d  b e f o r e  
S h i f t ,  w ho " w o re  w h a t  s e e m e d  to  b e  a  p a p e r  c ro w n  on 
h i s  h e a d "  (p .  2 6 ) .  And a l t h o u g h  th e  k in g  s t i l l  e n jo y s  
t h e  l o y a l t y  a n d  lo v e  o f  m o s t  t r u e  N a r n ia n  s u b j e c t s ,  h e  
e v e n t u a l l y  l o s e s  a l l  r e a l  p o l i t i c a l  power t o  S h i f t .
H o w e v e r ,  m u ch  m o re  d e b i l i t a t i n g  is  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
u p h e a v a l  c a u s e d  b y  S h i f t ' s  e n v i o u s  p o w e r  g r a b .  
M o t i v a t e d  b y  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  e x p r e s s e d  m o s t  o f t e n  by  
d e m a n d s  o f  t r i b u t e  n u t s ,  o r a n g e s ,  a n d  b a n a n a s .  S h i f t  
u s e s  A s la n ' s  n a m e  t o  f o r c e  t h e  N a m i a n s  to  p l a c a t e  h is  
d e s i r e s :
Now a t t e n d  t o  m e. I w a n t - - I  m e a n ,  A slan  
w an ts— some more n u t s .  T h e s e  y o u 'v e  b r o u g h t  
a r e n ' t  a n y t h i n g  n e a r  e n o u g h .  Y o u  m u s t  
b r i n g . . . t w i c e  a s  m a n y . . . b y  S u n s e t  to m o r r o w ,  
a n d  t h e r e  m u s n ' t  b e  a n y  b a d  o n e s  o r  a n y  sm a l l  
o n e s  am o n g  th e m  (p .  2 7 ) .
In  f a c t  S h i f t  s u b s t i t u t e s  h i s  w il l  f o r  A s la n ' s .  He 
c l a i m s  t h a t  " I 'm  th e  o n ly  o n e  A s lan  is  e v e r  g o in g  to  
s p e a k  t o . . .  H e ' l l  t e l l  me w h a t  y o u 'v e  g o t  t o  d o ,  a n d  
I ' l l  t e l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  y o u "  (p .  2 9 ) .
All t h i s  l e a d s  to  a k in d  o f  s p i r i t u a l  h e r e s y ,  f o r  
w h en  t h e  a n im a ls  q u e s t i o n  S h i f t ,  h e  a s s o c i a t e s  A slan  
w i th  T a s h ,  t h e  c r u e l  g o d  o f  t h e  C a lo r m e n e s :  " T a s h  is
o n ly  a n o t h e r  n a m e  f o r  A s la n . . .  T a s h  a n d  A slan  a r e  o n ly  
tw o  d i f f e r e n t  n a m e s  f o r  y o u  k n o w  w h o . . .  T a s h  is  A s lan :  
A s lan  is  T a sh "  (p p .  3 1 - 3 2 ) .  T h e  im p a c t  o f  S h i f t ' s  
a r g u me n t  i s  t e r r i b l e :
You know how sad  y o u r  own d o g 's  fa c e  c an  look 
s o m e t i m e .  T h in k  o f  t h a t  a n d  t h e n  t h i n k  o f  
a l l  t h e  f a c e s  o f  t h o s e  T a lk in g  B e a s t s - - a l l  
t h o s e  h o n e s t ,  h u m b l e ,  b e w i l d e r e d  b i r d s ,  
b e a r s ,  b a d g e r s ,  r a b b i t s ,  m o le s ,  a n d  m i c e - - a l l  
f a r  s a d d e r  t h a n  t h a t .  E v e r y  t a i l  w a s  d o w n ,  
e v e r y  w h i s k e r  d r o o p e d .  I t  w o u ld  h a v e  b ro k e n  
y o u r  h e a r t  w i th  v e r y  p i t y  to  s e e  t h e i r  f a c e s  
(p .  3 2 ) .
T h e  e v e n t u a l  r e s u l t  o f  S h i f t ' s  e n v y  i s  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  N a r n i a .  T h e  N a r n i a n s  a r e  
d e f e a t e d  in  b a t t l e  w i th  t h e  C a lo r m e n e s ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  
e n d  o f  t h e  t a l e  is  f a r  f ro m  t r a g i c  a s  A slan  i n t e r v e n e s  
o n c e  m o re .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  e n v y  o f  S h i f t  d o e s  m uch  
d i s s e r v i c e  to  A slan  a n d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t r u t h .  I n n o c e n t  
l i v e s  a r e  t a k e n  a n d  a  w o r ld  is  d e s t r o y e d .  O n c e  m o re ,  
L e w is  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  p o w e r  o f  a d e a d l y  
s i n  in  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  a  N a rn ia n  t a l e .
T h e  t h r u s t  o f  my a r g u m e n t  in  t h i s  p a p e r  h a s  b e e n  
s i m p l e :  t h a t  L e w i s  a p p a r e n t l y  e m p h a s i z e d  o n e
p a r t i c u l a r  d e a d l y  s in  in  e a c h  o f  t h e  s e v e n  C h r o n ic l e s
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o f  Na r n i a . T he  e v id e n c e  I h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  is  o n ly
in d i c a t i v e  o f  a go o d  d e a l  m o re .  W hat L e w is  w o u ld  h a v e  
us  d ra w  o u t  o f  a l l  th i s  is  a  c l e a r  m o ra l  v i s io n  o f  
r i g h t  an d  w ro n g ,  g o o d  a n d  e v i l .  T h a t  is ,  w h i le  th e  
C h r o n i c l e s  e x i s t  in  t h e i r  o w n  r i g h t  a s  im a g in a t iv e  
v e h i c l e s  o f  L e w i s '  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g y ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
w o rk s  s e t  in a m o ra l  v a c u u m .  L e w is  w o u ld  a g r e e ,  I am 
s u r e ,  w i th  h is  " m a s t e r , "  G e o rg e  M ac D o n a ld  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t :
In t h e  m o ra l  w o r ld . . . a  man m ay  c l o t h e  in  new  
fo rm s ,  a n d  f o r  t h i s  em p lo y  h i s  im a g in a t io n  
f r e e l y ,  b u t  h e  m u s t  i n v e n t  n o th i n g .  He m ay 
n o t ,  f o r  a n y  p u r p o s e ,  t u r n  i t s  l a w s  u p s id e  
d o w n . . .  T he  l a w s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  m an  m u s t  
h o ld ,  a l i k e  in t h i s  w o r ld  a n d  in  a n y  w o r ld  h e  
m ay in v e n t .  I t  w e re  no  o f f e n c e  t o  s u p p o s e  a 
w o rld  in w h ic h  e v e r y t h i n g  r e p e l l e d  i n s t e a d  o f  
a t t r a c t e d  th e  t h in g s  a ro u n d  i t ;  i t  w o u ld  be  
w ic k e d  to  w r i t e  a t a l e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  m an  i t  
c a l l e d  goo d  a s  a lw a y s  g o in g  b a d  t h i n g s ,  o r  a 
m a n  i t  c a l l e d  b a d  a s  a l w a y s  d o i n g  g o o d  
t h i n g s :  t h e  n o t i o n  i t s e l f  i s  a b s o l u t e l y
l a w l e s s .  I n  p h y s i c a l  t h i n g s  a m a n  m a y  
in v e n t ;  in m o ra l  t h i n g s  h e  m u s t  o b e y - - a n d  
t a k e  t h e i r  la w s  w i th  h im  in t o  h i s  i n v e n t e d  
w o r ld  a s  w e l l . 13
C.S. L e w is  h a s  d o n e  j u s t  t h i s  in  h i s  C h r o n ic l e s  o f  
N a r n i a . H e h a s  t a k e n  t h e  s e v e n  d e a d l y  s i n s  i n t o  
N a rn ia ,  sh o w n  t h e i r  d e s t r u c t i v e  p o w e r ,  a n d  s e t  b e f o r e  
us  e x a m p le s  to  av o id .  A l th o u g h  e a c h  b o o k  h i g h l i g h t s  a 
d i f f e r e n t  s in  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e s  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  e f f e c t  on 
p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  in  e a c h  c a s e  is  th e  
s a m e :  t h e  g r i p  o f  s in  is  d e a d ly .
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